
 

 
 
Joanne McCartney AM, Chair of the Police and Crime Committee  

 
  London Assembly 

                   City Hall 
   The Queen’s Walk 
  London, SE1 2AA 

 
 
 
     30 September 2014 

 

 

Dear Lady, 

 
Covert Surveillance and Covert Human Intelligence Sources Codes of Practice  

 

In March 2014 the Police and Crime Committee responded to the Home Office consultation on 

Covert Surveillance and Covert Human Intelligence Sources Codes of Practice. The Codes of 

Practice state that those conducting surveillance must take care in cases where confidential 

information is involved. Confidential information applies to communications between a Member of 

Parliament and another person on constituency matters. References to a Member of Parliament 

include references to Members of both Houses of the UK Parliament, the European Parliament, the 

Scottish Parliament, the Welsh Assembly and the Northern Ireland Assembly. 

 

In our response we requested that the Codes of Practice be amended so that references to a 

Member of Parliament are extended to include Members of the London Assembly. We believe it is 

important that these new regulations cover Assembly Members, as we also communicate with 

constituents regarding constituency matters and might reasonably expect a high degree of privacy 

where such confidential information is involved.  

 

We have examined the draft codes of practice that were laid before Parliament on 22 July 2014 and 

are disappointed to see that they do not take on board the request that the codes of practice be 

amended so that communication between Assembly Members and their constituents is also treated 

as confidential information. 

 

As a former Member of the London Assembly we hope that you understand why we are pressing for 

change to these Codes of Practice. We have written to the Minister of State for Policing, Criminal 

Justice and Victims, the Rt Hon Mike Penning MP, with our concerns and we would be grateful for 

your support in securing the necessary change before the codes are brought into force. 

 
Yours sincerely  

 
Joanne McCartney AM 

Chair of the Police and Crime Committee  
 

 
 
The Baroness Doocey OBE            

Via email 
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